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To whom it may concern

The Vietnam Government has notified ClassNK of maintenance, inspection and tests of fire fighting
systems on board Vietnam-registered ships, where are produced as follows.

1. Fire extinguishers and portable foam applicators
(1) Fire extinguishers and portable foam applicators shall be checked for condition and serviced

at interval not more than 12 months by a recognized company.
(2) Fire fighting medium of fire extinguishers shall be replaced as follows:

(i) foam: 12 months
(ii) dry powder: in accordance with manufacturer’s instruction but not more than 5 years.
(iii) CO2: quantity of CO2 shall be checked at interval not more than 12 months.  If the

remaining quantity is less than 90% compared to specification of the manufacturer, the
extinguisher shall be recharged.

(3) Form-making liquid of portable foam applicators shall be replaced at interval not more than
2 years.

(4) All portable and movable fire extinguishers provided on board shall be tested under
hydraulic pressure every 10 years, the starting point being the date of manufacture.  The
result of the test shall be reported in the records.  Upon completion of the pressure test with
satisfactory result, the date of test shall be carved on the fire extinguisher.

2. Fixed fire extinguishing systems
(1) Fixed fire extinguishing systems provided on board shall be serviced by a recognized

company at interval not more than 24 months.  The result of the service shall be reported in
the records which is to be submitted to the attending surveyor at each periodical survey of
safety equipment.

(2) At the service specified above (1), if quantity of CO2 or halon in the CO2 or halon bottles is
less than 90% compared to specification of the manufacturer, the bottles shall be recharged.

(3) Foam-making compound of fixed foam shall be tested for quality after 5 years from the date
of charging into foam compound tank and then after that this test is to be repeated at interval
not more than 12 months.  The test shall be carried out by a recognized laboratory.  The
result of the test shall be reported in the records which is to be submitted to the attending
surveyor at each periodical survey of safety equipment.

(To be continued)

Vo
id



ClassNK Technical Information No. TEC-0512

2

(4) Hydrostatic testing of CO2 bottles of CO2 extinguishing systems shall be carried out at
interval not more than 10 years.  At each test, at least 10% of the total CO2 bottles shall be
hydrostatically tested.  Attention shall be paid that the tested bottles are not ones that were
tested at the last testing.  If any single bottles found defective, all remaining bottles are to
be tested at those testing.

(5) If a CO2 bottle is recharged and it has not been hydrostatically tested since last 10 years, then
it shall be subject to hydrostatic test.

(6) The date of hydrostatic test shall be carved on the CO2 bottles.
(7) Foam compound tank of foam fire extinguishing systems shall be subject to internal

examination and hydrostatic test at the time of charging foam compound, provided that
maximum interval between two consecutive examinations and tests is not more than 10
years.

3. Fixed fire detection and fire alarm systems
Fixed fire detection and fire alarm systems provided on board shall be serviced by a recognized
company at interval not more than 24 months.  The result of the service shall be reported in the
records which is to be submitted to the attending surveyor at each periodical survey of safety
equipment.

4. Fire-fighter’s outfit and emergency escape breathing apparatus
(1) Fire-fighter’s outfit and emergency escape breathing apparatus provided on board shall be

serviced by a recognized company at interval not more than 24 months.  The result of the
service shall be reported in the records which is to be submitted to the attending surveyor at
each periodical survey of safety equipment.

(2) Air bottles of fire-fighter’s outfit and emergency escape breathing apparatus shall be
hydrostatically tested at interval not more than 5 years.

5. A recognized company
“A recognized company” means one be subject to approval by the Administration or IACS
members or equal Organizations to perform maintenance, inspection and tests of fire fighting
systems.

For any questions about the above, please contact:

NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI (ClassNK)
Survey Department, Administration Center, Head Office
Address: 4-7 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8567, Japan
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2027 / 2028
Fax: +81-3-5226-2029
E-mail: svd@classnk.or.jp
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