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The colour of coatings applied to ! INFO R M ATI O N
seawater ballast tanks of oil tankers _
and bulk carriers %

| No.: 252

Date : 17 April 1998

To: Shipowners and shipbuilders concerned

Dear Sir(s):

Reference is made to a new regulation SOLAS Reg.lI-1/3-2(1996 Amendment)
concerning corrosion prevention of seawater ballast tanks. The Administrations of
Liberia and Isle of Man have advised this Society by the documents attached hereto

that the colour of final coatings to be applied to the seawater ballast tanks of oil

be laid on or after 1 July 1998 must
ting N3

facilitate the in-service inspectio thetanks.

tankers or bulk carriers the keels of

ble from the colour of rust in order to

be of such a colour which is cle@'Iy dis

documents.

In addition, please note that the Administration of Liberia has instructed us that
ships contracts of which were signed before 10 June 1997 are not subject to the
above requirement, and that the definition of the applicable bulk carrier is to be in
accordance with the definitions set out in SOLAS 74, Chapter IX .
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LAS - New Reg. Ii - /3-2

ention of Sea Watar Ballast Tanks.

| refer to, and thank you for, your fax of 15" December and would advise as follows:

This Administration concurs with the guidelines for corrosion prevention in sea water ballast tanks
set in IMO Resolution A 798 (19) and would prefer to have the ballast tank coating in a light
colour. While this could mean a greater initial cost, the long term savings in reduction of survey

time might recover some or all of these increased costs.

As you are aware, the concept behind the requirement for a light colour is to facilitate in-service
inspections and to enable rapid identification of any breakdown in the coating such that rust can
be readily distinguishable. If however, it can be shown that such rapid identification is possibie
with a darker coating which does not reduce the effectiveness of the final coating, then we might

be persuaded to cansider such an alternative.

| trust the foregoing is self explanatory and sufficient for your purposes, however, in the event that

you require further clarification, please do not hesitate to revert.

Kind regards,

John Wade,
Principal Marine Surveyor.
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If you do not receivs all pages or have reproduction problems, please ccntact the abave mmediately



THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

11493 COMMERCE PARK DRIVE

BUREAU OF MARITDME AFFAIRS RESTON, VIRGINLA 301911507
TEL: (703) 6204380
OFFICs OF TIIE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF MARITIME AFTAIRS EAX: (TU3) 4768522

TELEX: 275301 IRl UR

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION FORM

TO: T. Nakanishi DATE: 13 August 1997

COMPANY: NKXK New York

COUNTRY: USA FAX NO: 201 944 81383
FROM: Anthony Dupree, Jr. - Chief, Marine Technical Division

SUBJECT: Corrosion Prevention of Seawater Ballast Tanks and Escape Means from Sleeping Rooms
REF: Your fax 97NY/332 of 18 July 19%}\d<k

PAGES: °  Two page(s), including this cover sheg/Tf you dq not receive all the pages, please call 703-620-4880.

This is in response to your fax of 13 Iég 97\:@) g the subject issues. We researched the papers
submittad 1o the Sub-Committec on Ship Dest d Equipment to determine why the statement “preferably
of a light color” appears in regulatio . ence (a). It is clear that the primary reason the last

In addition, the layers should be of 2
a contrast between the layers. Therefore, while we sgree that some tank coating layers may be black or dark
brown, the final covering {ayermust be\of & light coler, distinguishable from the color of rust, to facilitate

It should be noted that this Administration has no specific rules regarding where sacrificial anodes are
rcquired to be used in combination with the tank coatings. Sacrificial anodes should be installed were and
when deemed necessary by the classification society and in accordance with the societies rules.

When a tank coating systern is used ta protect the seawater ballast tanks, the classification society (acting
on behalf of the Administration) must be satisfied:

1. That coatings manufacturers have provided the owners with cvidence of the quality of product and
its ability to satisfy thc vessel owner’s requirements. '

2. That the shipyard and/or its subcontractors have provided clear evidence of their experience in
satisfactory coating application.

3. That the final covering layer is of a light color, distinguishable from the color of rust, to facilitate
the in-service inspection of ballast tanks.

4. The coating standard, job specifications, inspection, maintenance and repair criteria are
acceptable.

With regards to the escape means from sleeping rooms; kick-out panel are mandatory. Means of escape
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from sleeping rooms should be in accordance with the applicable SOLAS requirements.

If you have any further questions , please contact me.

Regards; )

il

Anthony Dupr Ir.
Chief, Mariné’Technical Division
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