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According to the amendments to Part A of the Rules for Survey and Construction of Steel Ships 
(hereafter, "Rules"), etc., the type of low-flashpoint fuel will be indicated in the class notation. Similarly, 
for ships carrying liquified gases in bulk subject to Part N of the Rules that use cargo as fuel, the relevant 
regulation will be amended to indicate the type of fuel in the class notation. 
 
After the amendments are entered into force on or after 1 July 2024, the class notation of the applicable 
ships will be handled as follows 1. through 3. For your information, notwithstanding the following 1. 
and 2., the amendments to the Rules may apply to ships other than ships for which the Special Survey 
is completed on or after 1 July 2024 upon request by the owner. If you request rewriting of a Certificate 
of Classification without a survey, please submit an application form to the ClassNK Classification 
Department. 
 
1. For ships using low-flashpoint fuels subject to Part GF of the Rules in service 

The class notation "Equipped for Use of Low-flashpoint Fuels" (abbreviated to EQ U LFF) will be 
changed to "Gas or Low-flashpoint Fuel" (abbreviated to GLF) at the first Special Survey on or 
after 1 July 2024 and its type of fuel will be indicated as shown in Table 3.1. In addition, if the fuel 
type is stated in the Descriptive Note, the description will be deleted. 

2. For ships carrying liquified gases in bulk subject to Chapter 16, Part N of the Rules, in service 
The class notation "Cargo as Fuel" (abbreviated to CF) will be added at the first Special Survey on 
or after 1 July 2024, and its type of fuel will also be indicated as shown in Table 3.2. In addition, if 
the ship complies with "Guidelines for Ships using Low-flashpoint Fuels" issued in the past and 
has the class notation "Gas Fuelled, Dual Fuel Engine" (abbreviated to GF/DF), the notation will 
be deleted. Also, if the fuel type is stated in the Descriptive Note, the description will be deleted. 

3. Submitted application forms for the Classification Survey 
On or after 1 July 2024, if the class survey application has already been submitted in accordance 
with the rules before revision which states class notation "Equipped for Use of Low-flashpoint 
Fuels" (abbreviated to EQ U LFF), "Gas or Low-flashpoint Fuel" (abbreviated as GLF) will be 
affixed instead and its type of fuel will also be indicated as shown in Table 3.1. Also, "Cargo as 
Fuel" (abbreviated to CF) will be affixed and its type of fuel will also be indicated as shown in 
Table 3.2 to ships carrying liquified gases in bulk subject to Chapter 16, Part N of the Rules. In 
both cases, it is necessary to change the application form for the Classification Survey, in case the 
above class notation is not listed in the form. 

(To be continued) 
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For any questions about the above, please contact: 
 
[Description of related class notations] 
NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI (ClassNK) 
Technical Solution Department, Administration Center Annex, Head Office 
Address: 3-3 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0094, Japan 
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2042 
Fax: +81-3-5226-2736 
E-mail: tsd@classnk.or.jp 
 
[Rewriting a Certificate of Classification] 
Classification Department, Information Center, Head Office 
Address: 1-8-5 Ohnodai, Midori-ku, Chiba 267-0056, Japan 
Tel.: +81-43-294-6469 
Fax: +81-43-294-5449 
E-mail: cld@classnk.or.jp 

Attachment: 

1. Table 1 Response to ships using low-flashpoint fuels, and ships carrying liquified gases in bulk 
subject to Chapter 16, Part N of the Rules 

Table 2 Example of the class notation and Descriptive Note 
Table 3.1 Class notations for each fuel type (Ships using low-flashpoint fuels subject to Part GF 

of the Rules) 
Table 3.2 Class notations for each fuel type (Ships carrying liquified gases in bulk subject to 

Chapter 16, Part N of the Rules) 
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Attachment 1. to  
ClassNK Technical Information No. TEC-1328 
 
Table 1 Response to ships using low-flashpoint fuels, and ships carrying liquified gases in bulk subject to Chapter 16, Part N of the Rules 

Status Type of Ship Response on and after 1 July 2024 
In service Ships using low-flashpoint fuels  

subject to Part GF of the Rules 
The class notation will be changed at the Special Survey on or after 1 July 2024*1 

Ships carrying liquified gases in bulk  
subject to Chapter 16, Part N of the Rules 

The class notation will be changed at the Special Survey on or after 1 July 2024*1 

Newbuilding Ships using low-flashpoint fuels  
subject to Part GF of the Rules 

"Gas or Low-flashpoint Fuel" will be affixed. 
If the class notation "Equipped for Use of Low-flashpoint Fuels" is listed in the application form 
for the Classification Survey, it should be amended to "Gas or Low-flashpoint Fuel" by changing 
the form. 

Ships carrying liquified gases in bulk  
subject to Chapter 16, Part N of the Rules 

"Cargo as Fuel" will be affixed. 
If the class notation "Cargo as Fuel" is not listed in the application form for the Classification 
Survey, it should be added by changing the form. 

*1: It is acceptable to change the class notation by rewriting a Certificate of Classification before the Special Survey on or after 1 July 2024, upon request by 
the owner. 
 
 
Table 2 Example of the class notation and Descriptive Note 

Type of Ship 
Current description (Abbreviation) New description (Abbreviation) 
Class notation Descriptive Note Class notation Descriptive Note 

Ships using natural gas as fuel, subject to Part GF of the Rules EQ U LFF Use of Natural gas as 
Low-flashpoint Fuel 

GLF/NG Nil 

Ships using natural gas as fuel, subject to Chapter 16, Part N of the Rules Nil Nil CF/NG Nil 
Ships using LPG as fuel, subject to Chapter 16, Part N of the Rules,  
and Part B-2 of "Guidelines for Ships using Low-flashpoint Fuels" 

GF/DF Use of LPG as Low-
flashpoint Fuel 

CF/PG Nil 

(To be continued) 
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Table 3.1 Class notations for each fuel type (Ships using low-flashpoint fuels subject to Part GF of the Rules) 

Fuel type Class notation Abbreviation 
Natural gas Gas or Low-flashpoint Fuel / Natural Gas GLF/NG 
Methanol Gas or Low-flashpoint Fuel / Methanol GLF/ML 
Ethanol Gas or Low-flashpoint Fuel / Ethanol GLF/EL 
LPG Gas or Low-flashpoint Fuel / Petroleum Gas GLF/PG 
Ethane Gas or Low-flashpoint Fuel / Ethane GLF/ET 
Ammonia Gas or Low-flashpoint Fuel / Ammonia GLF/AM 
Hydrogen Gas or Low-flashpoint Fuel / Hydrogen GLF/HY 

 
 
Table 3.2 Class notations for each fuel type (Ships carrying liquified gases in bulk subject to Chapter 16, Part N of the Rules) 

Fuel type Class notation Abbreviation 
Natural gas Cargo as Fuel / Natural Gas CF/NG 
LPG Cargo as Fuel / Petroleum Gas CF/PG 
Ethane Cargo as Fuel / Ethane CF/ET 
Ammonia Cargo as Fuel / Ammonia CF/AM 
Hydrogen Cargo as Fuel / Hydrogen CF/HY 

(End of document) 
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