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THONG BAY K THUAT- TECHNICAL INFORMATION

g~ Date: - 18 November 2005
PR Ref, No.: 021KT/0STB.E
Subject: Provision of immersion suits in accordance with Regulation III/32.3 of
SOLAS 74 for Vietritmese cairgo Ships engaged on international voyages.

o
Mr.

To whon1 it may concert

At the sestion 78 (ffom 12-May to 21 May 2004), the Maritime Safety =

Committee (MSIC) of the Internatiomal Maritime Otganization adopted the
Resolution MSC.152(78) which mskes amendments to fthe International
Convention for the Safety ‘of Life &t Sea (SOLAS) 1974 as gmended, These
amendments shell be deemied acoepted on 01 Janmary 2006 and shall enter into
force on 01 July 2006, Thef Regulation 32.3, Chapter III - SOLAS 74 as smended,
for provision of mrgersion sits has been completely revised as follows:

"Regulation 32. Personal lijfe-savixi_g appliances
The existing tex: of paragraph-3 is replaced by the following:
3 Immersion suifs -~ R g

3.1 This paragraph-applies to all cargo ships. However, with respect to
carso ships constructed before 1 July 2006, paragraphs 3.2 to 3.5 shall
be complied with not laterthan the first safety equipment sutvey on or
after 1 July 2006, -~ .-

3.2 An mmersion suif complying with the requirements of section 2.3 of the
Cocle* shall be provided for evety person on board the ship. However,
far ships other than bulle carriers, as defined in regulation IX/1, these
immiersion suits meed not be required if the ship is constantly engaged
on voyages in warm climates where, In the opinion of the
Administration, immersion sulls gre unhecessary.

3.3 If u ship has any watch or work stations which are located remotely
firom the place or places where immersion suits are normally stowed,
cdditional imitersion sults shall be provided at these locations for the
number of persons novmdily on watch or working at those locations at
cmy time, HToEE
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3.4 Immersion sults shall ‘bé 50 placed as to be readily accessible and their
position shall be plainly indicated, -

3.5 The immersion sirits vequired by this regulation may be used to comply |
with the requirements of regulation 7.3,

*Code mears the LSA Code

With reforerfe o the above, amendments, please be iiformed of the
application of these amendnients as follows:

1/ Application: Wy o

i New ships (which have keel laid on or after 01 July 2006): to be
complied at the'delivery of the ship. '

Ji  Ewxisting shipsi-@fhfch?hnve keel laid before 01 July 2006): to be
complied at the first survey of Safety Equipment (anmual, periodical or
renewal sarvey).on m:.m‘.,’c;e‘;,ﬂl July 2006. .

2/ Bxemptions . v 0

bulk carrier, as defined in regulation 1/Ch IX/SOLAS

A ship ofher than a t
« 1974, as amerd:d, which is constantly engaged on voyages in warm climates of
the sector of the glghe.between latitude 25 degrees North and 25 degrees South,
may be exemptsd from the' above: requirement, provided that the exemption i3
subject to official approval of VR Head Office for each specific case.

3/ Workstaiion is any place of the ship where the crew is occupied performing
its normal dutiey except witph-keeping duties, Remotely located workstations are
those Iocated more than 1007 metres, theasured horizontally, from the place where
the immersion suits are stowed. If the vessel has such remotely located
workstations, additional immersion suifs shall be provided at these locations for the
mumber of persons normally working ‘at those locations (one immersion suit for
each person) A

4/ Watch station is any place of the ship where the crew performs its normal
watch- keeping duties (whe&l-hofise, éngine control room, ...). Remotely located
watch stations are those lochted more-than 50 metres, measured horizontally, from
the place where thesimmergioh suits de stowed. If the vessel has such remotely
located workstations, additionsl imiiersion suits shall be provided at these
locations for the number &f persofis ‘normally working at those locations (one
immersion suit for each person).q-- " :

© 5/ Acocrcling to Regylation 7.3; Chapter III, SOLAS 74, as amended, an
immersion suit shall be provided for ‘every person assigned to crew the regcue boat,
(normelly 3 fmraersion suits-for eachifescue boat). The immersion suits provided
as per Regulation 32,3 are aliio considered to be complied with Regulation 7.3.



6/ A ship shall conunue to oarry the number of life jackets required by
regulation 7.2, Clapter I, SOLAS 1974, as amended, even if its imnmersion suits
are classified as lifejackets. . .

7/ Tnspecticn and service of the immersion suits:

i Monthly ingpeetion-of the iminersion suits shall be catried out by crew
members accordling to Regulation 20.7, Chapter III, SOLAS 1974, as amended and
the Circular MSC/Circ,1047 (see the atfached).

Al The immnersion suifé‘;f_shalf_ be E‘gmiced and tested periodioally with interval
not exceeded 3 years accordirig to Citcular MSC/Circ.1114 (see the attached),

8/ At the first SE sutvey on or after 01 July 2006, the surveyor shall verify
the immersion suits provided on board ship in compliance with the Regulation 32.3
and entry the nmnber of immersion suits on Record of Equipment for the Cargo
Ship Safety Equipment Certifiate (form: B).

9/ This Technical Fiformation must be placed on board ships flying
Vietnamese flag. : r &
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