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Circular No. (84)
Regarding ‘“the Reduction of False Distress

Raisin wareness of Procedur
Use of Radi nication
Equipment”

Tao:

- All shipping companies in the Kingdom,
- All ship owners and operators in the

Kingdom.
- Accredited Classification Societies in
Kingdom.
- To whom it may concern.
Cc:
- General Directorate of Border Guard

(General Director of Legal Affairs and
International Cooperation).

- Saudi Ports Authority (VP of Regulatory).

- Communications, Space and Technology
Commission (Head of Regulatory and
Competition Sector).

- General Authority of Civil Aviation (Head of
the Search and Rescue Section).

- All Classification societies authorized in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

- Deputyship of Operations.

Referring to the role of the Transport General Authority
(TGA) in safeguarding maritime navigation, enhancing the
safety and security of ships flying the Saudi flag, protecting
lives and property, and promoting compliance with the
relevant International Conventions and Requirements
concerning maritime safety and communications, TGA
emphasizes that all ship owners and operators in the
Kingdom shall comply with the following:

{- TGA Circular No. (57), issued under Reference No.
(1/45/5898), concerning the implementation of procedures
related to circulars issued by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) on guidelines for the use of radio
communication equipment. All concerned parties shall
adhere to the provisions contained therein and to the
approved International Procedures and Guidelines when
operating the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System
(GMDSS), transmitting and responding to distress alerts, and
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conducting routine tests of communication systems in the
proper manner. Necessary measures should also be taken to
prevent the transmission of false or unintended distress
signals. The TGA and the General Directorate of Border
Guard, represented by the Search and Rescue Coordination
Centres in Jeddah and Dammam, shall be notified when
conducting tests of radio communication systems related to
search and rescue.

2-  Ship owners and operators shall prepare and conduct
awareness workshops and training programs for their
Masters and Seafarers During the 39 quarter of 2026,
Such workshops and programs should address the proper
use of radio communication equipment and maritime distress
and safety systems, the procedures for transmitting distress
alerts and cancelling alerts transmitted in error, and the
proper conduct of routine tests in accordance with the
relevant International Procedures and Guidelines. This shall
contribute to raising awareness and compliance and
enhancing the efficiency of the relevant authorities’ response
to Maritime distress signals. The implementation of such
workshops and programs shall be documented, and
supporting evidence of their completion shall be submitted

to TGA via email at (flagstate general@cga.gov.sa).

TGA further emphasizes that failure to comply with the
above procedures and instructions shall constitute a violation
of the Implementing Regulations of the International
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended,
and shall be subject to the applicable legal measures.

TGA expects all concerned parties to review, comply with,
and act in accordance with the above,

TGA

Jaill dolell airgll

Transport General Authority

217

ehals b DlemaWly BlizuV! oS Jlols (GMDSS)
i ¢ Aooall Gaplally Jlas¥! Ladadl dubg Ml l)laat
el Jny Blatul crfhd] Jlo] il a3t utacdt 331
Lolatl Ggppally Jail) delall &0l jUasy cGogeado yud o
(pladly sams MYy Coad! Guad jS515a) gusdl uysd
LAYy Gl el Lusa b DU Lalad M S Los el ] ie

aabrg Jae Gy Judly slaeh iyl Sles il ald =Y
S Alldg s cnlalall ledly byl Gy Rise s
SOPN PRI INREE N P RE--JP 23 o WU RO PO |
il cigpmad! Redladly Slina¥! dalaily dugaludU JLasy!
< Lola Yol ISl Jlo 2 Leilid]y Sliau¥l ol Sl
alalliy¥Wlg doepmeanll calod pn W1 g Luig )l LW o1 ga g
(JUBaYly o sl Sxiens a3y & mocen Loy LB i1 Adgualt
Bl sy Lidl ol Llau) sligs juj,
Ll 339 zealpally Ol ol U 50a5 3893 @3y 0l e ¢ &g et
Lzs,,:.ea:ﬂ aapadl e (| DV="% JP% I Lay

(flagstate.general@rga.gov.sa)

sa)lgdt Cilgangilly il ¥l Al ae ol gl agoysg
Adpull LBLESL Rluanll Zaddl alsasl Lifles ) ol
Ay axdy Lgdlaaniy a) AVE alad jla gl 2 #1g, W1 Ladlud

Akt Reallaill it |y VY

339 L‘-_iJ‘.l.”j .L_ﬁd‘j&){.‘nylo‘_\._da“ t:*—"u-"‘"—"—.!#‘d-‘t:' Lazs
oMe

19920@tga.gov.sa T.+066 11826 1M O POBox 87078 uyp &g owll &y o)l a Sloall
wwwigogovsa F.+966 11 826 1126 s Rlyadh 11642 3Lyl Kingdom of Saudl Arabic



