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To whom it may concern

A summary of the decisions taken at the fiftieth session of the Marine Environment Protection
Committee (MEPC 50) held from 1 December to 4 December 2003 is given hereunder for your
information.

The amendments to MARPOL Annex I concerning further acceleration of the phase-out timetable for
single hull tankers and a banning the carriage of heavy grade oil in single hull tankers, and
consequential amendments to CAS were adopted at MEPC50. The amendments to these regulations
will enter into force on 5 April 2005.

1. Earlier phasing out for single hull tankers (reference is made to the Attachment 1)
The outlines of the amendment to Reg.13G are as follows;
(1) The cut-off dates for tankers on each Category are given below table.
(2) However, for Category 2 or 3 tankers,

- Administration may allow continued operation of tankers fitted with only double bottoms
or double sides not used for the carriage of oil and extending to the entire cargo tank length
until the date on which the ship reaches 25 years after the date of its delivery under specific
conditions.

- Administration may allow continued operation of tankers until 2015 or the date on which
the ship reaches 25 years after the date of its delivery, whichever is earlier, if satisfactory
results of CAS.

(3) Category 2 or 3 tankers of 15 years and over should comply with the CAS.

Timetable of phasing out

Category of oil tanker Date or year
Category 1 5 April 2005 for ships delivered on 5 April 1982 or earlier

2005 for ships delivered after 5 April 1982
Category 2
   &
Category 3

5 April 2005 for ships delivered on 5 April 1977 or earlier
2005 for ships delivered after 5 April 1977 but before 1 January 1978
2006 for ships delivered in 1978 and 1979
2007 for ships delivered in 1980 and 1981
2008 for ships delivered in 1982
2009 for ships delivered in 1983
2010 for ships delivered in 1984 or later

(To be continued)
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2. Heavy grade oil carriage ban for single hull tankers (reference is made to the Attachment 1)
The outlines of the newly established Reg.13H are as follows;
(1) For single hull tankers of 5,000 tons deadweight and above, the carriage of heavy grade oil

as cargo is to be banned after 5 April 2005 regardless of the date of delivery. However,
- Administration may allow continued operation of tankers fitted with only double bottoms

or double sides not used for the carriage of oil and extending to the entire cargo tank length
until the date on which the ship reaches 25 years after the date of its delivery under specific
conditions.

- Administration may allow continued operation of tankers, carrying crude oil having a
density at 15℃ higher than 900 kg/m3 but lower than 945 kg/m3, until the date on which
the ship reaches 25 years after the date of its delivery, if satisfactory results of the CAS.

(2) For single hull tankers of 600 tons deadweight and above but less than 5,000 tons
deadweight, the carriage of heavy grade oil as cargo is to be banned after the anniversary
date of delivery of the ship in the year 2008 regardless of the date of delivery. However,
Administration may allow continued operation of tankers until the date on which the ship
reaches 25 years after the date of its delivery.

(3) Exemptions for oil tankers engaged in domestic voyage
Oil tankers of 600 tons deadweight and above exclusively engaged in domestic voyage
carrying heavy grade oil as cargo may be exempted by the Administration from the
regulation 13H.

(4) The definition of “Heavy Grade Oil”
“Heavy grade oil” means that;
- crude oils having a density at 15℃ higher than 900 kg/m3;
- fuel oils having either a density at 15℃ higher than 900 kg/m3 or a kinematic viscosity at

50℃ higher than 180 mm2/s;
- bitumen, tar and their emulsions.

3. CAS Amendments (reference is made to the Attachment 2)
The outlines of the CAS amendments related to Regulation 13G and 13H are as follows;
(1) The CAS survey should be aligned to the Enhanced Programme of Inspection (ESP).
(2) The first CAS survey should be carried out concurrent with the first IS or RS after 5 April

2005, or when the ship reached 15 years of age, whichever occurs later.
(3) Any subsequent CAS survey should be carried out at intervals not exceeding 5 years and 6

months. (e.g. the first CAS survey is completed in IS, the consequent CAS survey will be
carried out at the next IS.)

A summary of the outcomes of MEPC50 is also available on the IMO web-site (http://www.imo.org).

For any questions about the above, please contact:

NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI (ClassNK)
External Affairs Division, Administration Center, Head Office
Address: 4-7 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8567, Japan
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2038
Fax: +81-3-5226-2039
E-mail: xad@classnk.or.jp

Attachment:
1. Amendments to MARPOL Annex I
2. Amendments to CAS


































